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Imperial Government Must Change Its Tactics or Lose Friendship ofUriited States

SEVERANCE OF DIPLOMATIC

RELATIONS PROBABLE IF

TEUTONS REMAIN OBDURATE!!

President's Long Expected Final Warning to Principal Cen-
tral Power On Its Undersea Warfare is Sent. While the
Chief Executive is Addressing Joint Session of Congress
Note is being Telegraphed to Its European Destination

WASHINGTON. April 19. President Wilson's long expected final warn- -

ing to Germany that the United States will break off diplomatic relations un-

less she abandons her present methods of submarine warfare, and immediate-

ly declares her intention to do so, was delivered today in a note to Berlin,

and aso was announced by the President in an address to a joint session of

Congress.

The President considers that the next step depends solely upon Germany
and that three or four days constitute a reasonable time for a reply.

Diplomatic history records but one instance as yet, where a breaking of
relations between two first class powers has not eventually brought war

that which now exists between Germany and Italy.
Congress received the President's declaration of his course with mixed

evidences of concern and approbation. Most of the leaders. Democrat and
Republican thought the President hardly could do less, and some expressed

the opinion that his action 'would not lead to war. Republican leader Mann
alone of all, the opposition leader, openly attacked the . President for his
stand. He characterized it as a political play.

President Wilson's words leave no opportunity for double meaning. In his
: address to Congress he said.: '

"I have deemed it my duty to say to the Imperial German government that
if it still is its purpose to prosecute relentless and indiscriminate warfare, the
government of the United States is at last forced to the conclusion that there
is but one course it can pursue; and that unless the Imperial government

should now, immediately, declare and effect an abandonment of its present

method of warfare against passenger and freight carrying vessels, this gov-

ernment can have no choice but to sever diplomatic relations altogether."
' The note to Berlin declares:

"The government of the United States has been very patient. It has ac-

cepted the successive explanation's and assurances of the imperial German
government as of course given in entire sincerity and good faith and has
hoped even against hope, that it would prove to be possible for the Imperial

government so to order and control the acts of Us naval commanders as to
square its policy with the recognized principles of humanity as embodied in

the laws of nations. It has made every allowance for unprecedented condi-

tions and been willing towait until the fact sbecame unmistakable or were
susceptible of only one interpretation.

"It now owes it to a just regard for its own rights to say to tlie Imperial

government that that time has come.

"It has become painfully evident to it that the position which it took at
the very outset is inevitable, namely, that the use of submarines for the de-

struction of an enemy's commerce is of necessity because of the very charac-

ter of the vessels employed and the very methods of attack which their em-

ployment, of course, involved, utterly incompatible with the principles of hu-

manity, the long established and incontrovertible rights of neutrals and the

sacred immunities of noncombatants.
"If it still is the purpose of the Imperial government to prosecute relent

less and indiscriminate warfare against vessels of commerce by the use of

submarines without regard to what the government of the United States!
must consider the sacred and indisputable rules of international law and the
universally conceded dictates of humanity, the government of the United

States is at last forced to the conclusion that there is but one course it can

pursue.

"Unless the Imperial German government uphold, now, and immediately j

declare and effect an abandonment of its present methods of submarine war-- 1

fare against passenger and freight carrying vessels, the government of the

United States can have no choice hut to sever diplomatic relations with the

German government altogether. This action the government contemplates

with the greatest reluctance but feels constrained to take in behalf of human-

ity and the rights of neutral nations."

Had the recent attack on the channel steamer Sussex, the note tells Ger-

many, been an isolated one, the United States might have hoped that the

submarine commander acted in violation of his government's solemn pledges

and that the ends of justice might have been satisfied by a disavowal, repara-

tion and proper punishment. But. it adds, that case unhappily does not stand

alone.
"On the contrary," the note says, "the government of the United States

is forced by recent events to conclude that it is only one instance, even

though one of the most extreme and most distressing instances of the delib-

erate method and spirit of indiscriminate destruction of merchant vessels of

all sorts, nationalities and destinations which have become more and more

unmistakable as to the activity of German underwater vessels or war has in

recent months been quickened and extended."

. The United States, the communication declares, considers the torpedoing

of the Sussex not only proved by the evidence, but actually substantiated by

the German disclaimer of responsibility. .

Attached to the American note, as an appendix, are the facts In the cas

of the Sussex, hey show that three American army and naval officers found

(Continued en Pas 3)

BANDIT TRIAL ON

DEM1NG, X. M., April 13.
Six wounded Mexicans, ca
tured in El Valie. Chi., today
were placed on trial here od
the charge of murder. The
State rested its case this after-
noon and it was expected the
trial would be short.

The defense wii: attempt to
show that the Mexicans, or
some of them, were Carranzis-t- a

prisoners in custody of the
Villa force.

Three others, who are in jail
here, are yet to be tried. They
were taken during the raid on
Columbus, X. M., or shortly
afterward. They also will be
tried on the charge of murder.
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(By Review Leased Wire)
April 19. Count

von Bernstorff sent to Berlin tod:.y a
long dispatch interesting the situation
in Washington and making certain

He is understood
to hae advised his government that
he believes the United States meant
just what it said in its submarine
note and. that something vou'd have
to be done quickly, it friendly rela-
tions were to continue.

The ambassador himself read the
address o fthe President and said:

"I can make no comment either
upon the address or upon the note
which has been sent to my govern-
ment."

However, was de-

scribed as having advised the Berlin
foreign office in the message sent to-

night that believed at least some
such declaration as that made retard-
ing the conduct of submarine warfare
in the Sea should be
issued to cover submarine activi-
ties.

The assurances were to tfce effect
that only a modified warfare would
be conducted against enemy mar-cha-

ships, and that non-wa- r ships
of every' character, freight as well as
passenger carrying, would be

proper warning and safety for
their passengers and crews. The as-

surances which have been given for
the war zone covered only "liners".
The declaration of January 7 also
promised that German submarine
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WASHINGTON, April 19. The At-

torney General's oifice is understood
to have to prosecute Wolfe
von Captain von Papen's former
secretary who was arrested yesteraa
n New York and on an indictment
cbarginc him with conspiring to blow
up the Welland Canal, notwithstand-
ing the German embassy's request
that von lael be released.

Counselor Polk o fthe State depat-men- t

yesterday addressed the depart-
ment of Justice to free the prisoner
unless the offen?e was committed
before he became a member of

staff. As the crime Is al-

leged to have been committed in Sep-

tember, 1914. while von Igel was not
registered as an embassy employe un-

til December. 1915. the legal branch
of the government is sai dto have con-

cluded that no diplomatic immunity
stands in the way of his prosecu-
tion.

In fact, some of them contend
clerks or secretaries or emoassy at-- :

taches. even though formally register-- '
ed as such, enjov no immunity.
has been reported that the Stale de-

partment was consulted before von
Isel was indicted and officials of
the department of justice have made

clear that they would be

department in
Official document!

anxious to recover. re;
said to partly in code ex- -

reveal the key to tha
produved he hatl taken part in German official
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DIAZ AGENT IN U. S.
DECLARES FELIX IS
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W. E. D. Stokes.

"Felix Diaz is in Mexico with 23,- -

to

ooo men at his ralL but is entire- - Still
ly irienajy to the united States,
says V. E. D. Stokes. New York

who is the representative
of Diaz in this country. Stokes says
Diaz was offered an immense sum of

i money, unlimited arms, and eciuip- -'
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! TO BORDER

AFFAIR

Neither Action or Withdrawal
of American Troops
Mexico Expected From
Week Ten Days Ahead

GENERAL TO REPORT
ON THE CONDITIONS

he Mexican Border Officials
Maintain Their Belief in Ru

That Villa Died His
Wounds And Was Buried
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confronting General Kr.nston.
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General Carrr.nza's suggestion th:if
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Washing'on
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tiie trip and
ration? in less than ten days.
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informi'tien as to border sit-

uation for' the secretary Mr.
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niiIitary HS1p(ts of lhe Mexi,an siU1R.
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DOl'GLAS. April 19. Americans av Funstcn's headquarters

riving here today from the Havispe at S:'n Antonio. Texas, next Friday
river valley in which the co'icetnra- - evenim;.
tion of troops in Eastern Sonora Mr. laid sre--s on the tact
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port that the defacto forces are sta- - coht..-iih-I of the situation and the
and are experiencing difficulty peditioWiry forces and will remain

in cettina sufficient Minifies. o. lie said the department fully ap--

lves G. Lelevier consul of the de- - proved every step Fun.-to- n has
facto government in Douglas stated uken. and that Scott was
today that General Arnulfo Gomez Is aoin-,- ' only because it had seemed art-sti-

in Colonia Morelos and has no visablc to st a clearer icw than as
intention of moving for the present, possible by means cf racial reports.
H denied authoritatively that General In the fta'c department.
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General Obreson. to advance in Chi- - what rcp'y 'hey shall to iM
huahua. Such orders have been ex- - Cnrrpnza ro'e urKz the
peeled for nearly two weeks, and iheir troops b withdrawn. q'ie:on
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